
The Miracle League of the Lakeshore is an organized 
baseball league for children ages 4-19 with physical 

and/or mental disabilities.
The League invites your support in bringing a 

Miracle League baseball field to the Lakeshore!

The Miracle League of the Lakeshore
PO Box 232

Manitowoc, WI 54221
920-905-3761

miracleleaguelakeshore@yahoo.com
Find us at: www.miracleleaguelakeshore.com

Together, we can have a Miracle League Field and League
ready for the 2014 summer baseball season.

What will it take to create this community asset?

Miracle League of the Lakeshore volunteer leaders are working 
closely with the City of Manitowoc, which will donate the use 
of land in Dewey Park for construction of the field and will help 
us plan our desired addition of a family bathroom to the existing 
bathroom structure, and additions to the current playground on 
the site.  Once constructed, the field and all new amenities will be 
donated back to the City for management.  The field will be available 
for other community groups and sports organizations that might 
benefit from the rubberized playing surface.  

Customized field $400,000
Accessible playground    $75,000
Bathroom renovation    $75,000

$550,000
Special reserve fund to City for 
field surface replacement              $25,000?

Our group of children have the drive, the heart and the determination …

All gifts at the levels indicated above for the “Every Child Deserves a Chance to Play Baseball” Campaign will be 
permanently recognized at the site. Field Naming Sponsor, Miracle Maker and Hall of Fame level donors will also 
have the opportunity to be recognized on the field. 

Learn more … 
In addition to your donation, The Miracle League of the Lakeshore could use your help to learn of others who might 
be interested in hearing the story and promise of a Miracle League organization for our area. Please contact Laura 
Ziemer to arrange for program presentations, volunteer visits or opportunities to see a Miracle League game.

Here’s how you can help

The Miracle League of the Lakeshore must raise 
the $575,000 needed by October 2013 in order to
complete construction and have the field ready for
League play in June 2014.

Miracle League Sponsorship Opportunities

Field Naming Sponsor  $100,000+
Miracle Maker   $50,000 - $99,999
Hall of Fame   $25,000 - $49,999
MVP    $10,000 - $24,999
All Star     $5,000 - $9,999
Teammate   $1,000 - $4,999
Fan    $250- $999
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“Every Child Deserves a 
 Chance to Play Baseball!”



Introducing the Miracle League of the Lakeshore
The Miracle League removes barriers that keep children with disabilities off the baseball field and lets them experience 
the joy of a regular team. Games are played on a custom-designed rubberized field that allows the kids to run, walk or roll 
unrestricted without fear of injury.  

The Miracle League has teams, coaches, uniforms, an announcer, the national anthem at every game and trophies at 
the end of the season – just like any other league.  Plus, to provide assistance and encouragement for the players, the 
Miracle League uses a “buddy” system.  Each player heads out to the field with an able-bodied “buddy”.  This season-long 
partnership benefits both as they share the love of baseball and create a lasting friendship.

Here on the Lakeshore, there are over 5,000 children ages Pre-K to 12th Grade who have been identified with physical, 
mental or emotional disabilities. [WI Dept. of Public Instruction data – www.dpi.wi.gov] These are the kids for whom the 
Miracle League was created.

Our Miracle League of the Lakeshore organization was formed in 2012 by Laura Ziemer and Glenn Davidowich, 
caretakers for Deena, a child with special needs who has played in the Green Bay Miracle League since 2009, along 
with several other local families who had all experienced the Green Bay Miracle League as parents, players and volunteers.  
They have all gained so much from the Miracle League experience, and now want to bring the League closer to home so 
that many more children can participate.

The Miracle League of the Lakeshore 
is more than just a baseball league 

For Players, the Miracle League is about growing a sense of confidence, self-esteem, the ability to follow directions and 
learn, the ability to make new friends and the fun and pride of being part of a team, just like all the other kids.  It’s about 
finally being included, being a part of the community.
 
 Christina: I like to play Miracle League baseball because I can play by myself with my buddy. 
 Jacob: I’m just like all the other kids- because I get to play baseball with my friends.

For Parents, the Miracle League is about being part of something bigger than your child’s disability. It’s about finding 
an accepting group of families who understand and encourage everyone to do their best.  It’s about being like every other 
family … looking forward to their child’s game, having a sense of pride in all that their child is learning, and cheering 
them on as they have fun!

For Siblings, the Miracle League is about feeling excited and proud of their brother and sister playing an organized 
sport just like them.  They have something new to share … a new common bond.

And for the Community, the Miracle League will bring so many people together to support the players, and in so 
doing, will build understanding and friendships that may not have happened before.  Volunteers (14 years or older) will 
serve as buddies, umpires, coaches and assistant coaches, and announcers.  Many of these volunteers may never have 
had the opportunity to work with children with disabilities – but in the League, they have the opportunity to share the love 
of the game and get to know the child and his/her family beyond the child’s disability.

 I LOVE being able to see each of the kids get so excited when they hit the ball and as they come around
 each base. ~ Haley, a volunteer buddy

Watch a Miracle League game from the bleachers and you’ll be moved.  You’ll find it unforgettable – and 
you’ll be so glad you were there.  You’ll want to come back. Then you’ll want to do whatever you can to help.

From a parent/coach:

The amazing thing is that every player on our team grows in their abilities every single year! 
Watching a player who has low functioning autism run around the field one year unable to 
interact at all---then being able to play catch with his buddy the following year is a miracle. 
To watch a high school age buddy push the wheel chair and help a non-verbal player with 
CP hold the bat, hit the ball, and go around the bases--- that is a miracle.  Cheering as a child 
with Down syndrome high fives the whole team after an over-the-fence home run---when in 
the beginning of the season they were lucky to hit the ball at all--- that’s a miracle.  Watching 
each player’s face as they go accept their trophy at the end of baseball season---so proud 
of what they have accomplished with their team—their friends--- is a miracle.  

It’s time to make the Miracle League 
a reality on the Lakeshore

The first Miracle League field opened in Conyers, Georgia in April 1998.  Now scores of Miracle Leagues are being built 
around the world, including five others in Wisconsin.  Each organization is affiliated as a partner of The Miracle League 
Association.  Today there are over 255 Miracle League fields in 44 states, plus Puerto Rico and Canada.  These leagues 
serve over  85,000 children and young adults.

The Miracle League of the Lakeshore became a program of Goodwill Industries of North Central Wisconsin, Inc. in 
December 2012 to gain a non-profit organizational home, and to benefit from the experience of the Miracle League of the 
Fox Valley which became a program of Goodwill NCW in 2009. 

The Miracle League of the Lakeshore mission:

 • Provide opportunities for children with disabilities to play baseball regardless of 
     their abilities.

 • Develop and promote community engagement and sponsorship of the Miracle League.

 • Design and raise funds for the construction of special facilities that meet the unique
     needs of Miracle League players, their families and the community. 

Because so many in our community want to see people with disabilities involved in the mainstream of community life, the 
group of volunteers that is the Miracle League of the Lakeshore, along with Goodwill Industries of North Central Wisconsin 
and the City of Manitowoc, are working together to create a Miracle League field on the Lakeshore to serve Manitowoc, 
Sheboygan and Kewaunee Counties.


